Imagery
Reading poetry (p. 489)
When you read a poem, you respond to it just the way you respond to fiction and non-fiction.  You connect it with your own memories and feelings and experiences; you interpret; you shape your own meanings.

Reading poetry, however, also demands certain strategies.

1.  Look for punctuation in the poem telling you where sentences begin and end.  Most poems are written in complete sentences.

2.  Do not make a full stop at the end of a line if there is no period, comma, colon, semicolon, or dash there.  If a line of poetry has no punctuation at its end, most poets intend us to read right on to the next line to complete the sense of the sentence.  (Note:  This isn’t always true, but it is 95% of the time.)

3.  If a passage of a poem is difficult to understand, look for the subject, verb, and complement of each sentence.  Try to decide what the words the clauses and phrases modify.    (Note:  The subject complement is what is being said about the subject.)

4.  Be alert for comparison – for figures of speech.  Try to see what the poet is describing for you.  (Note:  See the “figurative language” notes.)

5.  Read the poem aloud.  Poets are not likely to work in silence.  The sound of a poem is very important.

6.  After you have read the poem, talk about it and read it again.  This time, the poem’s meaning will change, slightly or dramatically.  You’ll see things in the poem you didn’t see before.

7.  Read the poem a third time.  
