Figurative Language – Speech that is not to be taken literally.  It is used to make our speech and writing more interesting and alive.

“Go fly a kite.”  

“I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.”

“The hinges are ancient and thirsty for oil.  They complain loudly.  The doorway… is 

like the open maw of a hungry dragon.”

Metaphor, Simile, and Personification are creative comparisons.

“Metaphor” is actually a broad category covering all of these comparisons.  In fact, I have a book that takes six full pages to explain “metaphor.”

Let’s start with simile:  “A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, using a word such as like, as, resembles, or than.”


He was built like a tank.


Her hair was as red as flame.


His handwriting resembles Egyptian hieroglyphics.


He’s taller than a tree.

Personification is also a type of metaphor.  Your book defines personification as “a kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human.”


My imagination ran wild.


The car coughed twice before giving a growl of pleasure.


The Grim Reaper

Now, basically, any kind of creative comparison that isn’t a simile or personification, we just call a “metaphor.”    The comparison is more subtle than a simile, because it doesn’t use the signal words.  


My stomach was twisted in knots.


She was a tiny sparrow of a woman.


All the world’s a stage.

Implied metaphors are even more subtle.  They don’t use the “be” verbs.

To describe a stubborn man, instead of saying, “He was a mule standing his ground,” you could say, “He brayed his refusal to leave.”  You don’t come out and SAY he a mule, but you imply it with the word “bray.”


A tear blossomed in my eye.

Tenor and Vehicle – The tenor is the object; the vehicle is what it is compared to.

