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Introduction
Most people think of research as just being something you do for school or work.  While it’s true that research is a HUGE part of college (and should be a bigger part of your high school work), it’s also important out in the “real” world and day to day living.

When parents are preparing to move to a new area, they research the business opportunities, the quality of the schools, and even the subdivisions themselves before choosing a location.  New car buyers usually research the car model’s past performance, the prices at competing dealers, the type of financing available, etc. If you wanted to buy an iPod or a cell phone, you would research prices and styles to find which one was best for you. I went to Key West a few summers ago for “Hemingway Days” (http://fla-keys.com/hemingwaymedia/); had I not done some research to find out what else I could see on my trip, I would have missed such things as The Coral Castle (http://www.coralcastle.com/) and The Dry Tortugas National Park (http://www.nps.gov/drto/).

There are plenty of examples of research happening all the time, because basically, research is just looking for information.  Authors of books and magazine articles do research, newspaper reporters do research, and lawyers, doctors, scientists, parents and kids… they all do research.  

Therefore, part of the purpose of the research project is to teach you how to use the media available to you, how to focus your search, and how to discriminate between a good source and a questionable source.  The other purpose is purely academic and what you will be doing in several courses during high school and college – the research paper.  

You will be doing research in college.  One college freshman I know had to write a 20-page paper his freshmen year.  The father of a former student had to write a 90-page paper for his Master’s degree.  You have a while to go until then, so let’s start small.

We’ll be learning the steps of the Research Paper bit by bit and practicing on smaller assignments.  When it comes time for the BIG project, you will be more than ready.

Johnny Bravo

English II – 4

September 28, 2009

John Wilkes Booth


To save paper, I’m putting this example here rather than further back in the packet.  As I’ll explain later, we’re going to stray from the MLA guidelines for this short paper.  On your first page, you’re going to type the regular heading in the top right-hand corner.  Notice it is single spaced.  The rest of your paper will be double-spaced.  I  o n c e  h a d   a  s t u d e n t  w h o  

t h o u g h t  t h i s  i s  w h a t  d o u b l e – s p a c e d  m e a n t .  Either that, or he was trying to make his paper longer.  Notice that the title is in the same font and font style as the rest of the paper and it’s not underlined, in bold, or in italics.  And there’s no extra space (just the double-space) between it and the paper.


You’re going to research an assassin (or failed assassin) and write two-pages about him, his target, and the consequence of the attack.  You will only be using two sources:  Ebsco and Facts on File.  It’s due on Monday, September 28.  

The Assassins Project
We are about to read Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, the story of the Roman leader who was assassinated in 44 BC.  As a lead in, we’re going to conduct a one-week research project about other assassinations/ assassins from history.
Our focus will be


- becoming familiar with the library and online databases


- summarizing and quoting reference material


- internal documentation


- making source cards and a work cited page

The final project will be a typed two-page report due Monday, September 28, that covers the main details of the assassin, his target, his motivation, and the results of the assassination 
(or attempt)

- in a slightly modified MLA format


- with four instances of internal documentation



- two from each source, one quotation from each source


- a properly formatted Works Cited page


- two source cards

- photocopies of your source material

- using only Ebsco and Facts on File

Schedule:


Monday – 
How to access CCISD databases


Tuesday – 
Overview





Choosing your topic





Locating and printing your sources





Creating source cards


Wednesday – Taking notes and writing rough draft

Thursday – Creating Works Cited page

Friday – 
NGC for quizzes and tests


Monday – 
Typed paper is due

List of Assassins
1. Abram, Michael – attempted to kill George Harrison of the Beatles

2. Acciarito, Pietro Umberto – attempted to kill Italian king Umberta I

3. Adler, Friedrich – assassinated Prime Minister of Austria

4. Agca, Mehmet Ali – attempted to assassinate Pope John Paul II

5. Agrippina the Younger – assassinated Claudius, emperor of Rome
6. Amir, Yigal – assassinated Yitzhak Rabin

7. Ashu, Mustafa – assassinated King Abdullah Ibn Hussein of Jordan

8. Audisio, Walter (Colonel Valerio) – led the assassination of Benito Mussolini, ruler of Italy

9. Beckwith, Byron De La – assassinated Medgar Evers (civil rights martyr)
10. Booth, John Wilkes – assassinated Abraham Lincoln

11. Bremer, Arthur – attempted to assassinate George Wallace, governor of Alabama

12. Bresci, Gaetana – assassinated Umberta I, king of Italy
13. Caserio, Sante Ieronimo – assassinated Sadi Carnot, president of France

14. Chapman, Mark David – shot John Lennon
15. Collazo, Oscar – attempted to assassinate Harry S. Truman

16. Czolgosz, Leon F. – assassinated President William McKinley

17. Dahlgren, Ulric – assassinated Southern president Jefferson Davis

18. Dhanu – assassinated Rajiv Gandhi, former prime minister of India (not Mahmata Ghandi)

19. Dimahilig, Carlito – attempted to assassinate Imelda Marcos, first lady of the Philippines
20. Dingane – assassinated Shaka, King of the Zulus

21. Doe, Samuel Kanyon – assassinated William R. Tolbert, Jr., president of Liberia

22. Fitzurse, Reginald, et al – the assassination of Thomas à Becket
23. Flegenheimer, Arthur (Dutch Schultz) – conspired to assassinate Thomas E. Dewey, district attorney of New York

24. Ford, Robert Newton – assassinated Jesse James
25. Frizer, Ingram – probable assassin of Christoper Marlowe, contemporary of Shakespeare

26. Fromme, Lynette Alice (Squeaky) – attempted to assassinate Gerald Ford

27. Gallagher, James J. – shot New York City mayor William J. Gaynor

28. Gallinari, Prospero – killed Aldo Moro, former prime minister of Italy
29. Garrett, Patrick Floyd – assassin of Billy the Kid

30. Gerard, Balthazar – assassinated the Dutch ruler Prince William the Orange (William the Silent)

31. Godse, Nathuram – assassinated Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

32. Gorgulov, Paul – assassinated Paul Doumer, president of France

33. Guiteau, Charles J. – assassinated President James A. Garfield

34. Hagan, Thomas – assassinated Malcolm X
35. Hamud, Hamud Mohamed – assassinated Sheik Abeid Amani Karume, vice-president of Tanzania

36. Harvey, William – repeatedly attempted to assassinate Fidel Castro

37. Herrero, Rodolfo – assassinated Venustiano Carranza, president of Mexico

38. Hinckley, John – attempted to assassinate Ronald Reagan
39. Islambouli, Khaled el – assassinated Anwar Sadat, president of Egypt

40. Kaplan, Fanny – assassinated V.I. Lenin

41. Kern, Erwin – assassinated Walter Rathenau, German foreign minister

42. Kim Jai Kyu – assassinated Park Chung Hee, president of South Korea

43. Lawrence, Richard – attempted to assassinate Andrew Jackson

44. Lopez, Rigoberto – assassinated Anastasio Somoza, president of Nicaragua

45. Magee, Patrick – attempted to assassinate Margaret Thatcher
46. Marcos, Ferdinand – assassinated Julio Nalundasan 

47. McKall, John “Jack” – killed “Wild Bill” Hickok

48. Mercader, Jamie Ramón – killed Leon Trotsky

49. Mikami, Taku – assassinated Inukai Tsuyoshi, prime minister of Japan

50. Miro, Ruben – assassinated José Antonio “Chichi” Remón, president of Panama

51. Moore, Sara Jane “Sally” – attempted to assassinate Gerald Ford
52. Nakaoka Konichi – assassinated Japanese Prime Minister Hara Takashi

53. Orlov, Aleksei Grigorevich – assassinated Peter III of Russia

54. Oswald, Lee Harvey – believed to have assassinated John F. Kennedy

55. Parche, Gunter – attempted to kill tennis player Monica Seles

56. Passannante, Giovanni – attempted to kill Umberta I of Italy

57. Perovskaia, Sophia – led terrorists who assassinated Czar Alexander II of Russia
58. Princip, Gavrilo – assassinated Archduke Ferdinand and started WWI

59. Ray, James Earl – assassinated Martin Luther King, Jr.

60. Ruby, Jack – killed Lee Harvey Oswald

61. Salas Barraza, Jésus – killed Pancho Villa

62. Schrank, John – attempted to assassinate Teddy Roosevelt
63. Singh, Beant – assassinated Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi
64. Sirhan, Sirhan – assassinated Robert Kennedy

65. Steinhagen, Ruth Anne – attempted to assassinate Eddie Waitkus, baseball player

66. Weiss, Carl – assassin of Huey Long, Louisiana governor and senator
67. White, Daniel James – assassinated San Francisco’s mayor George R. Moscone and gay rights leader Harvey Milk
68. Youssoupov, Prince Flix – assassinated Grigory Yefimovich Rasputin

69. Zangara, Giuseppe – attempted to assassinate Franklin D. Roosevelt

70. Sanchez, Romeo Vasquez – assassinated Carlos Castillo Armas, president of Guatemala City
( Making Source Cards

Source cards XE "Source cards"  are also called “bib cards,” because they contain bibliographical data.    These cards serve a couple of functions.  They will help you find the source of your information later on if you need it, and the bibliographical information on them will be copied onto your “Works Cited” page.





















            


Source Type*


3” x 5”











    









book

Petroski, Henry.  The Evolution of Useful Things.
     New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1992. print.

School library 

610.63















Bibliographical information in MLA style













(Note – This example is for a BOOK;















see “Write It, Cite It” for other sources)





Location of source






including call numbers

*
general book


reference book


periodical print


periodical Gale




eBook Gale




online database (Sirs, Facts on File, EBSCO, Gale)




website



You will not be using encyclopedias (online or print) for your primary research. 




Nor will you be using Yahoo Answers, About.com, etc.

Source Cards

(on 3 x 5 index cards)




( Summarizing, Paraphrasing, and Quoting
What are the differences among quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing?

These three ways of incorporating other writers' work into your own writing differ according to the closeness of your writing to the source writing. 

A summary is a broad overview of one or more sources or of a part of one or more sources. It rephrases the original material in your own words and always needs to be cited or footnoted. Use summaries of your sources when you want to give background material on your topic or when you need to move swiftly through large amounts of published information. 

A paraphrase is also a reduced version of the original source, but it is more detailed than a summary. Although it more closely follows the wording of the original than does a summary, a paraphrase still does not use the author's exact words. You may paraphrase as much as a couple of pages or as little as a part of a sentence. Remember to cite or footnote a paraphrase just as you would a summary or a quotation, but never use quotation marks or the block quotation format. Paraphrasing is useful when you want to provide supporting details or when the author's original wording is not essential. Also, it is a good idea to paraphrase when you would have to make several changes in a quotation in order to integrate it into your text or in order to get your point across. 

A quotation uses the exact words, punctuation, and internal capitalization of the original and must always be cited or footnoted. Use a quotation when you want to add emphasis or when the author's wording is unique and your own words would not have the same impact. Never string quotations back-to-back or use so many that your writing seems weighted down with them. There is such a thing as using too many or too few quotations. A good guideline is to average no more than two or three short quotations per page, although this average may be varied according to the nature of the assignment.
Why use quotations, paraphrases, and summaries?

Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries serve many purposes. You might use them to . . .

· provide support for claims or add credibility to your writing 

· refer to work that leads up to the work you are now doing 

· give examples of several points of view on a subject 

· call attention to a position that you wish to agree or disagree with 

· highlight a particularly striking phrase, sentence, or passage by quoting the original 

· distance yourself from the original by quoting it in order to cue readers that the words are not your own 

· expand the breadth or depth of your writing 

Some examples to compare

The original passage:


Students frequently overuse direct quotation in taking notes, and as a result they overuse 

quotations in the final [research] paper. Probably only about 10% of your final 

manuscript should appear as directly quoted matter. Therefore, you should strive to limit 

the amount of exact transcribing of source materials while taking notes. Source: Lester, 

James D. Writing Research Papers. 2nd ed. (1976): 46-47.

A legitimate paraphrase:


In research papers students often quote excessively, failing to keep quoted material down 

to a desirable level. Since the problem usually originates during note taking, it is essential 

to minimize the material recorded verbatim (Lester 46-47).
An acceptable summary:


Students should take just a few notes in direct quotation from sources to help minimize 

the amount of quoted material in a research paper (Lester 46-47).

A plagiarized version:


Students often use too many direct quotations when they take notes, resulting in too 

many of them in the final research paper. In fact, probably only about 10% of the final 

copy should consist of directly quoted material. So it is important to limit the amount of 

source material copied while taking notes.

Quotation


“There are numerous substances and conditions that can trigger asthma.  The largest 


category of triggers is allergens.  Allergens are substances that produce an allergic 



reaction in people who are sensitive to them.  They include pollen from trees, grasses, 


and weeds; mold and mildew; dust mites; and animal dander” (Smith 25)

Paraphrase 


Of the numerous substances that can cause asthma, allergens are the largest category.  


These are substances that cause a reaction in people who are allergic to them.  Allergens 


include pollens from plants; mold and mildew; animal dander; and dust mites (Smith 25).

Summary


Asthma can be triggered by allergens, the most common of which are pollen from 


plants; mold and mildew; dust mites; and animal dander (Smith 25).

Sources:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_paraphr.html

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_quotprsum.html

Copyright ©1995-2004 by OWL at Purdue University and Purdue University. 

( Internal Documentation/

     Imbedded Quotations

Making reference to works of others in your text
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done in two ways. When you make reference to someone else's idea, either through paraphrasing or quoting them directly, you provide the author's name and the page number of the work in a parenthetical citation*, and provide full citation information for the work in your Works Cited list.  

This allows people to know which sources you used in writing your essay and then be able to look them up themselves, so that they can use them in their scholarly work. Here are some basic guidelines for referring to the works of others in your text. 

*If there is no author, cite the title of the work (or the editor in some cases).  If it’s an online source, use the paragraph number rather than the page number.

Parenthetical Notation

MLA format follows the author-page method of citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number from which the information is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page.  The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation, paraphrase, or summary, but the page number should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. 


1.  Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

 
      (Wordsworth 263).


2.  Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of 

 
     powerful feelings" (263).


3. Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).
If the work you are making reference to has no author, use an abbreviated version of the work's title. For non-print sources, such as films, TV series, pictures, or other media, or electronic sources, include the name that begins the entry in the Works Cited page.


4. An anonymous Wordsworth critic once argued that his poems were too emotional     


    ("The Poetry of Wordsworth" 100). 

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect quotation. An indirect quotation is a quotation that you found in another source that was quoting from the original. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source.


5.  Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they 

 
    don't do that well" (qtd.in Weisman 259).
Formatting the paper

1.  Type your report on standard-sized, white paper (8.5”x11”).

2.  Use black ink.

3.  Use a standard 12-point font.


Garamond


Times New Roman


Book Antigua


Bookman Old Style

4.  Double-space your paper. 

5.  Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. 

The Assassins Project is a two page paper.  We will stray from the MLA guidelines for this.  On the first page, put your regular heading in the top right-hand corner and DO NOT double-space it.  Put in one blank line, center your title, and double-space the rest of the paper.  See page four.
Works Cited 
“Works cited XE "Works cited" ” means these are the sources (works) you referred to (cited) in your paper.

Each source you cite in your paper must be on your Works Cited list.  Every source listed in your Works Cited should be mentioned in your paper.

Formatting your works cited list


1.  Begin your works cited list on a separate page from the text of the paper. 


2.  Center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  Do not underline, bold, 


     or italicize the title.  Do not make the font larger or smaller.  Do not put it in 


     quotation marks.  Type it just like the rest of the paper.


3.  Double space all entries but do NOT skip spaces between entries. 

List Format XE "Format" 

1.  Make the first line of each entry in your list flush left with the margin. 


     Subsequent lines in each entry should be indented one-half inch. 

 
     This is known as a hanging indent. 


2.  Double-space all entries, with no extra skipped lines between entries. 


3.  Put the titles of articles in quotation marks and italicize the titles of books.*


4.  Alphabetize the list of works cited by the first word in each entry.  


     This will be either the author’s last name (or the editor’s) or the title of the anonymous 

     article (or book). 

* The 7th edition of The MLA Handbook for Writer’s of Research Papers (2009) says to do so, but your instructor may want you to underline.  Some examples in the book are underlined to distinguish samples of handwritten material from typed material.

Works Cited

Cullen-Dupont, Kathryn. “All-American Girl’s Professional Baseball League.” Encyclopedia of 

Women’s History in America. New York: Facts On File, 2000. American Women’s History. 

Facts On File. Clear Lake High School., Houston, TX. 24 Sep. 2009

<http://www.fofweb.com>.

Phillips, Charles. “A Day to Remember.” American History 39.1 (2004): 16-20. Academic Search 


Premier. EBSCOhost. Clear Lake High School, Houston, TX. 24 Sep. 2009 





<http://search.epnet.com>.
Things to note:  


Your last name and the page number go in the header.
*View > Header and Footer > [image: image1.png]


  

Then type your last name and click # in the header toolbar.


The top margin is 1 inch.


Everything is double-spaced.


The indent is reversed from a paragraph.  This is called a hanging indent.  You can set



that up by using the format menu or by hitting return at the end of each line and 



tabbing over.


The web addresses are not hyperlinks.  If they become hyperlinks after you type them,


  
hit ctrl + z.


The addresses are on a line by themselves because they would not fit at the ends or the



previous line.


Some things are italicized and some things are underlined.  Know why.




Name:





Class Period:





online database


Esbeck, Carl H. "Church-State Relations


    in America." Liberty: Magazine of 


    Religious Freedom. June 2005: 2+.


    SIRS Researcher. SIRS Knowledge 


    Source. 17 Nov. 2009. <http://www.sirs.com>. 











website


 Whale Times Seabed. 1995. JakenMax 


     Productions. 2 Nov. 2007. web. 


	





book





 Blackburn, Mary.  My Life Swimming 


     with the Whales.  New York: J. Putnam


     and Sons, 2003. print.





    760


    Bla








reference





 Albertson, Henry. "Blue Whales."”


     The Big Book of Whales. New York:


     Scholastic Books, 2005. print.


   


    350.89


    Alb


    	








encyclopedia





  Morris, John. "Whales."”World Book 


 Encyclopedia. 2004 ed. print.





magazine/ Gale





 "An inconvenient hunt; Native Americans in 


     Washington.  (Whale hunting in Oregon)." The 


     Economist (US). 20 Oct 2007: 44. Student 


     Resource Center – Gold. Thomson Gale. Clear Lake 


     High School. 2 Nov. 2007. web.
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